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 I’d really like this apartment, but I can’t wait until next week. Is there any way you could let me 
know in the next 3 days?   

 Oh, well, I really like this apartment, but I have to know a little sooner than that, if that’s possible… 

 Could it be possible to find out a little earlier? I need to know that this week.   

*

 I’d really like this apartment, but I can’t wait until next week. Is there any way you could let me 
know in the next 3 days?  

 Oh, well, I really like this apartment, but I have to know a little sooner than that, if that’s possible… 

 Could it be possible to find out a little earlier? I need to know that this week.   

*

 May I have your lotion?  

 Oh, no. I forgot my sun screen. 

 Could I use a little of your sun screen? I forgot to pack mine.     

*

 May I have your lotion?  

 Oh, no. I forgot my sun screen. 

 Could I use a little of your sun screen? I forgot to pack mine.     



*

 Excuse me. I need to buy some envelopes to send some letters. Where can I find them? 

 Excuse me! Show me the envelopes. 

 Excuse me, where are the envelopes?  

*

 Excuse me. I need to buy some envelopes to send some letters. Where can I find them? 

 Excuse me! Show me the envelopes. 

 Excuse me, where are the envelopes?  

*

 Excuse me. I need to get to the case behind you. 

 Excuse me. Could you clear the way? I have to get things out of the display case. 

 Excuse me. If it’s not too much trouble, might I get into that display case?  

*

 Excuse me. I need to get to the case behind you. 

 Excuse me. Could you clear the way? I have to get things out of the display case. 

 Excuse me. If it’s not too much trouble, might I get into that display case?  



*

 Hi. Do you think you will be around next weekend? I’m planning to put new carpeting in the 
bedrooms next weekend. 

 Would you mind helping out next weekend? I’m going to put in new carpet. 

 Hi, we’re going to be getting new carpet next weekend, so do you think you could move the 
furniture out of your room next Saturday?  

*

 Hi. Do you think you will be around next weekend? I’m planning to put new carpeting in the 
bedrooms next weekend. 

 Would you mind helping out next weekend? I’m going to put in new carpet. 

 Hi, we’re going to be getting new carpet next weekend, so do you think you could move the 
furniture out of your room next Saturday?  

*

 Oh, it seems I need a paper clip. 

 Hi. Could I borrow a paper clip? 

 Might I borrow a paper clip? I seem not to have any with me.  

*

 Oh, it seems I need a paper clip. 

 Hi. Could I borrow a paper clip? 

 Might I borrow a paper clip? I seem not to have any with me.  



*

 Um, about today’s meeting. Do you think I can postpone it again? I felt OK this morning but I’m 
feeling sick again now. 

 I’m sorry, but I’m still not feeling very well. Could we reschedule the meeting again?  

 I’m sorry, but I’m still sick. Let’s reschedule the meeting.  

*

 Um, about today’s meeting. Do you think I can postpone it again? I felt OK this morning but I’m 
feeling sick again now. 

 I’m sorry, but I’m still not feeling very well. Could we reschedule the meeting again?  

 I’m sorry, but I’m still sick. Let’s reschedule the meeting.  

*

 I was told that my car would be ready this afternoon, but I guess I cannot pick it up before this 
shop closes because of a long meeting scheduled for this afternoon. I want someone to stay late this 
afternoon so that I can pick it up, but is this possible?  

 I really need my car today, but I won’t be able to come in before closing time. Would it be possible 
for someone to stay a little late so I can pick it up?  

 Well, I can’t pick up the car this afternoon until very late. I have an important meeting that I have 
to stay in all afternoon. I need the car first thing in the morning tomorrow. I need to ask someone to 
stay late in order for me to pick up my car after my meeting.   
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 I was told that my car would be ready this afternoon, but I guess I cannot pick it up before this 
shop closes because of a long meeting scheduled for this afternoon. I want someone to stay late this 
afternoon so that I can pick it up, but is this possible?  

 I really need my car today, but I won’t be able to come in before closing time. Would it be possible 
for someone to stay a little late so I can pick it up?  

 Well, I can’t pick up the car this afternoon until very late. I have an important meeting that I have 
to stay in all afternoon. I need the car first thing in the morning tomorrow. I need to ask someone to 
stay late in order for me to pick up my car after my meeting.   
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Three examples of intercultural miscommunication 
a. 1:16~ 

 
b. 2:00~ 

 
c. 5:05~ 
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