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Word-internal modification: The case of the Persian comparative marker
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Traditionally, morphemes have been divided into derivational and inflectional classes, in what is sometimes referred to as the Split Morpheology
Hypothesis, This squib investigates the Persian comparative marker.

T
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a.kahnemuyipour

I would like to thank Jonathan Bobaljik and Alec Marantz for questions and discussions that inspired me to write this squib. Thanks also to
audiences at the University of Toronto and University of Manitoba and two anonymous reviewers for helpful comments on earlier versions. All
errors are mine.

1. Introduction

Traditionally, morphemes have been divided into derivational and inflectional classes, in what is sometimes referred to as the Split Morphology
Hypothesis (Matthews 1972, Wasow 1277, Anderson 1982, Perlmutter 1988, Beard 1998, Stump 1998).! According to this split, derivational
morphemes, unlike inflectional ones, change syntactic class, involve idiosyncratic meaning and do not interact with syntactic rules. In addition,
it has been suggested that (productive) inflectional morpholegy should always be periphe

grammaticality contrasts in (1) follow from the order between inflectional morphemes (2

category changing derivational morphemes.
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known to both learners and instructors of English that how important vocabulary is. Without words to convey a wide range of meanings,
communication is not possible in any meaningful way, no matter how successfully you mastered other areas of language. Before 1970
,vocabulary was considered to be marginal and structure received primary attention (Carter,Maccarthy,1988).however after 1910 vocabulary
received a primary attention .today, the question is how to teach vocabulary and not whether it is important or not. A number of ways have
been suggested to teach new words:

1) Dictionary use

2) Keyword method

3) Semantic method

4) Translation method

5) Word list method

6) The use of cognates

7) Learning vocabulary through context

A number of studies support learning words in context through guessing and there have been a number of ideas and studies in support of
learning vocabulary through context, there also have been a number of studies against it.

Mondrina and Wit-Deboer (1991) investigated the influence of contextual factors on guess ability and retention of words, their findings
indicated that factors that were conducive to guessing were not conducive to retention. They hypothesized that if context makes meaning very
clear, retention level is actually lowered when there is a strong association of context and meaning (p.262).

Jenkins, Stein and Wysocki (1984) pointed out that learning from context is still a default explanation (p.769).

The studies mentioned above and the ones which are going to be mentioned in the review of literature have supported either learning
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As adjectives can also be used adverbially, two medification patterns emerge: The nominal preverb is modified by an attributive modifier, or
the same adjective can be used as an adverbial modifier of the whole LVC. Two corresponding interpretation patterns arise: Attributive and
adverbial modification either both result in the same, or in different interpretations.
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