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U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs

Bureau of J ustice Statistics

Bulletin
Felony Sentences

in State

By Patrick A. Langan, Ph.D.
and Helen A, Graziadei
BJS Statisticians

In 1992 State courts convicted nearly
900,000 adults of a felony, Forty-four
percent of convicted felons were sen-
tenced to a State prison, and 26%
were sentenced to a local jail (usually
for a year or less). The remaining 30%
were sentenced to straight probation
with no jail or prison time to serve.
These findings come from a survey
that is done every 2 years and that
provides the only detailed description
of the sentences felons receive in
State courts nationwide.

National Judicial Reporting
Program

The National Judicial Reporting
Program (NJRP) compiles detailed
information on the sentences and
characteristics of convicted felons.
Previous surveys of felony sentencing
in Stale courts were conducted in
1986, 1988, and 1990.

‘See Felony Sentences in State Courts, 1986,
NCJ-115210, February 1989; Felony Sentences
in State Courts, 1988, NGJ-126923, December
1990; and Felony Senlences in Stale Courts,
1990, NCJ-140188, March $993.
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Courts, 1992

Highlights . ,

* State courts convicted 893,600
adults of a felony in 1992.

* From 1988 to 1992 the volume of

tions rose the most for aggravated
assault (up 57%) and drug trafficking
(up 53%).

¢ The growth in convictions outpaced
that in adult arrests. Despite the
relatively large increase in convic-
tions, processing was not slower in
1992 than in 1988. In both years
average elapsed fime from arrest to
sentencing was around 7 months.

* The proportions of felons sen-
tenced to incarceration or probation
in 1992 were generally unchanged
from 1988. Prison sentences ac-
counted for 44% of felony sentences
in both years.

* Drug traffickers (19%) and drug
possessors (12%) together made

up 31% of felons convicled in State
courts in 1992. Violent offenders ——
consisting of murderers (1%), rapists
(2%), robbers (6%), assaulters (7%),
and others convicted of a violent
crime (2%) — made up 18%. Bur-
glars (13%) and larcenists (13%)

made up most of the rest.

felony convictions rose 34%. Convic-

* State courts sentenced 44% of
convicted felons to a State prison,
26% to a local jail, and 30% to
straight probation with no jail

or prison time to serve.

* State courts sentenced to death
2% of those convicted of murder.

* Felons sentenced to a State prison
in 1992 had an average sentence of
6% years but were likely to serve
roughly a third of that sentence —
or about 2% years — before re-
lease, assuming that current release
policies conlinued,

¢ The average sentence to local jail
was 7 months. The average proba-
tion sentence was about 4 years.

In addition, a fine was imposed on
18% of convicted felons, restitution
on 16%, community service on 6%,
and treatment was ordered for 7%.

¢ Of the total number of convicted
felons in 1992, 92% had pleaded
guilty to their crime. The remaining
8% had been found guilty at trial.

* Nationally, of the felons convicted
in 1992, 52% were white, 47% were
black, and 1% were of other races.

EFAH (Federal

FEHRDH B
HBLTWwhwng

YASNTni j=
Aokt
R CEATLEHFELXELELD S,

FOHE—

}‘ fn%u)h
AT

R,

7 A H LS OEIZ DT
FHEAE D OPAC D E4E 7
%o Wi OEORKESEIC TELNET T7 2
AL, F—7— FRETEELIETOR) ¥ —
HTH b,
Fio. REOFHH - MR &b Ay —F vy
BETHY), ZOFICIEROLDD
SEOET, FEOEERME

L#L&ﬁ%\mﬂ%4bir YDEHE W
TR TS HOT, BIRTIE,
mﬁum%ub@m%—

4 FEDIIHLAT

CNETRLTELHAREL, BEIZLHA
BERADHL T D o 723,
TR S MELT, ENETNOEDEEE

i, FEOKRFERD
— L LTEET

& R_R— Z OFFEHR D

I A S



BROBRHT— I R—-REFHETHI L HTEEL
o TWT, INFE T LD o 2N EOIFR
AFEDPRVBERIC R TWwE, TAVID
LEXIS ® WEST-LAW., FA > ® JURIS,

% F & D Quick Law, © 37 ® Kodeks, 7
T Y AD Minitel 2 &, bEDLIFEML 2T
LELNLERBEIEIEZ Tnd, T, EHIT,
Ay =%y MEEHTT7 XY I OBEHE v a3y
BEWDOAETH S America Online % FJ H
LTWwWh, S, f vy —%v hDma—X
TV—=TEE Db T o b EWTEHE2RF-T
BY, TREBIEELTWAI L, A1 V¥ —
FITATTHAEI L, =a— ALERHER

FREDF—EAPEETT I 74 N0%IE
EMEDL, (H3EA4Y - Ana—E7E
HEMH)

ZO X HRFOEFRO AFILIFFICME
FNZ o lz—F ., BPEOEFHR — € A1,
BEED, EROBE B RWEW)IBREFTE
THLT B, BHRAVTIFANT 2 F ¥ — DI
%55 10iE. FTBIFAERE L Tl 6
EVo 2T — 5 @ (IR REEZER DT

B3

RIA S K8

ETAEEVH L L) ICEbLNS,
botd, BESTOIPEDOEENELHA
YE¥—Fy bORX) v MEEHL, THKER
LTWaB EREWD T, T2, FHRIEICE
EELT, BEITBILoTWADIIHER S
BETH D, Tt bz LORBROFIESD
ERLAERBRETIE, RE%BEOFH
WHEoTn5, £, Hoittfd dicifs
REBIA VT =3y MERAENS Z ENE
FNEH, FREFLZRBE R A ORELRICHE
EVLZVOPBIREEZ LD,

¥ ATRICBAT AR, 8 - kAL T4 vy —
v MIBIF 2 EEROBRE Z0OFH (1 -
5 -58) ] AR I0BESH-WBEL A%
Banizwv, /2, EEMREICBTLM ¥
¥ —%v MIRAEERE] I2owTid, BREE
REFEFEFEREIE2E (1996 /35T FE) 1218
WEINDFETH D, AMPEIIHoT, &
FIHEFREOBELZE—PFO M2 H B\
72, MLUTHEBIH LETARETHE, ()

(REIAMATIEE wRTE FI k)

Uthar Ductors

Die Group

Reuter

Ke?orkian, Otﬁer Doctors;'Foriﬁ Right-to-

‘| SOUTHFIELD, Michigan (Oct. 30) - The
{man dubbed "Dr. Death” for his

] outspoken campaign favouring assisted
suicides, on Monday announced a new
{1 group with six other medical

1] professionals dedicated to promoting

{| terminally ill patients’ right to die.

The group, called Physicians for Mercy,
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