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Crosslinguistic transfer in bilingual language acquisition has been widely reported in
various linguistic domains (e.g., Dopke, 1998; Nicoladis, 1999; Paradis, 2001). In this
study we examined structural overlap (Dépke, 2000; Muller and Hulk, 2001) and
dominance (Yip and Matthews, 2000) as explanatory factors for crosslinguistic transfer in
Persian-English bilingual children's production of novel compound words. Nineteen
Persian monolinguals, sixteen Persian-English bilinguals, and seventeen English
monolinguals participated in a novel compound production task. Our results showed
crosslinguistic influence of Persian on English and of English on Persian. Bilingual
children produced more right-headed compounds in Persian, compared with Persian
monolinguals, and in their English task, they produced more left-headed compounds than
English monolinguals. Furthermore, Persian-dominant bilinguals tended more towards
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1.
Introduction

Studies of children who acquire two languages simultaneously have shown that these
children have two independent linguistic systems from the outset (see Paradis, 2007, for
review). While these bilingual children are capable of differentiating their two languages
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The document is related to Persian
bilingualism as it discusses the
influence of Persian and English in
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dominant language, when transfer was "beneficial™. In the case of German-English bilinguals, Kupisch (2007b) argued that
acceleration occurred in the determiner development of three German-English bilinguals, where structural overlap conditions were
not met, and dominance was the primary explanatory factor.

The role of dominance as an explanatory factor in the presence of crosslinguistic patterns in bilingual children's speech has not
received unanimous support. Dépke (1998, 2000) did not consider the role of dominance a priori, and suggested post-hoc that it
might only have an effect on how often crosslinguistic structures appear in children's speech. Hulk and Miiller (2000) and Muller
and Hulk (2001) argued that the language dominance of the three bilingual children they studied could not explain the
crosslinguistic influence they observed. Nicoladis (1999, 2002) did not fin i

French and English noun-noun compounds and children's proficiency in

correlation between lexicon size in each language and children's product

In sum, both structural overlap and language dominance have been proposed as two factors responsible for crosslinguistic
influence. On one hand, there is a body of evidence supporting the role of structural overlap and language dominance in
crosslinguistic transfer. On the other hand, some of the available findings can not be explained by these factors. This invites
further investigation into the role of both these factors in determining crosslinguistic influence in bilingual acquisition.

In the majority of existing studies on preschool children, the effects of crosslinguistic influence were argued for based on a small
number of bilingual children, and often only one of their languages was examined in detail (Hulk, 1997; Dapke, 1998; Muller,
1998; Dopke, 2000; Hulk and Miller, 2000; Yip and Mathews, 2000; Mdller and Hulk, 2001; Paradis, 2001; Paradis and Navarro,
2003; Serratrice et al., 2004; Kehoe et al., 2004; Hacohen and Schaeffer, 2007; Kupisch, 2007a, b; except Nicoladis, 2002,
2003a, b). Establishing stronger claims, or resolving the conflicting findings, requires research with a larger number of subjects,
and with both languages being examined. This is particularly important since claims of bilingual and monolingual differences have
been mainly based on quantitative, rather than qualitative, trends in errors. Furthermore, it is difficult to find unequivocal support
for a claim of unidirectionality in crosslinguistic influence if only one language is examined.

Nicoladis (2002) found evidence of crosslinguistic transfer in the production of noun-noun compounds by a group of French-
English bilinguals compared with a group of English monolinguals. However, the source of the transfer could not be attributed to
structural overlap or dominance. Furthermore, no comparison was made with French monolinguals, only with English
monolinguals, so the extent to which the bilingual children's performance on the French task differed from their monolingual
peers could not be gauged. It would be informative to further examine the acquisition of nominal compounds, using the same
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Aims and objectives:

This study investigates the extent to which young heritage speakers’ oral narratives in their first
language (L1) differ from monolinguals’ narratives with regard to lexical richness (lexical diversity and
lexical sophistication). It also explores which demographic factors (age, age at emigration and length of
emigration) and/or socio-linguistic factors (frequency of heritage language use and parental attitudes
toward heritage language maintenance) account for the ¢
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Data and analysis: fferences in Attitude Change:
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